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that the spelter is not of first-rate quality. The
quality of spelter is most frequently deteriorated
with iron, and in very small particles. These being;
mixed with the spelter, separate it into so many
separate fragments, the number depending on the
amount of iron contained in the spelter. A simple
illustration of this can be shown by taking1 some dry
black sand and introducing into it some quicksilver,
and well mixing them together; the quicksilver re-
presenting the spelter and the black sand the oxide
of iron. Now if you take a powerful magnifying"
glass and examine a piece of spelter you will find
black particles acting as wedges between the par-
ticles of spelter, which will clearly show the reason
for the different sizes of these in various qualities
of spelter. The more the particles of iron abound
the finer the particles of spelter are separated. If
the glass is applied to a piece of " dross " it will be
found that the particles of iron abound still more
freely, up to 70 or 80 per cent.

The term "virgin spelter" is applied to spelter
made directly from the ore, and is of course the
purest; if the dearest in price, it is the cheapest
in the end. A large quantity of spelter is made
from zinc cuttings and old zinc, and must evidently
'contain more or less impurities. Even the dross is
manipulated, and sold under the name of *' remeltedJ)
spelter, but the price is no criterion whatever of the
quality. It is the cheapest plan to buy the best